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meetings will take place during the required public comment period no more than 45 days and 
no less than 30 days before the proposed update is being presented to the Policy Committee for 
adoption. During the comment period, citizens will al 0 be encouraged to comment on the 
proposed changes bye-mail, fax, or letter. A summary of all public comments received will be 
provided to the Policy Committee prior to their taking final action. 

COOPERATION 

DUATS intends to cooperate in any planning activities between local jurisdictions and/or the 
public which helps positively shape the futw:e of Macon County. As soon as practical DUATS 
intends to participate in or create a number of cooperative plarul.ing working groups. All of the 
following focus areas are important to tran portation planning and to the commlmity. Some of 
the following areas of focus are already partially or wholly addressed by an xisting group. h1 

instances where a group exists, DUAT will partner with the existing entity rather than 
attempting to create a new group. If a group does not exist DUAIS will facilitate its creation. 
The groups, as now envisioned, would have the following focus: 

Macon County's Future - A county wide effort that puts local government, citizens and 
interested groups at the same table to consider alternative scenarios for the future land use and 
development of the County and its communities. Through quarterly or timely meetings and 
possibly through workshops, seminars and presentations held throughout the County, 
participants will be able to openly discuss factors and possible actions that would improve the 
County's future quality of life. The information obtained from these sessions would be used to 
monitor and provide an accountability tool for reviewing the Comprehensive Plan and its 
various elements. That information would useful in predicting the impact of various land us 
and development decisions on economic, social, and environmental factors of interest. 

Access to Jobs - A working group with a focus on bringing transportation providers into the 
same environment with job-seekers, employers who are seeking access to a larger pool of 
workers, workforce development agencies, child care providers and others. Decatur's "central 
core" neighborhoods would most likely be the first priority. DUATS would need to develop 
and then maintain interactive, effective relationships with citizens, educational and social 
services agencies, employers and transportation providers in order to d elop and continuously 
refine this strategy. A couple of potential organizations currently exist. 

Decatur Metro Area Greenway Plan (to be discontinued) - This document was an excellent public 
participation, involvement and outreach effort to address the need for bicycle and ped strian­
friendly paths and trails throughout the .tv1PA. Both the Greenways Plan and DUATS Bicycl 
Plan were updated, merged and incorporated into the LRTP. At this time, there is no intent to 
reproduce either as standalone documents. However, DUATS will continue its cooperate and 
collaborative planning endeavors with the Decatur Park District, the County, the Villages of 
Forsyth, Mt. Zion, Decatur Bike Club, League of Illinois Bicyclists and other interested parties in 
updating and revising the LRTP. Citizen input is an important part of the planning process and 
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DUATS will facilitate timely activities dedicated solely to bicycle and pedestrian issues which 
will include surveys, public meetings, and oth r promotions. 

Transportation Safety & Education - A concerted focus on education, enforc ment, emergency 
response, and engineering. DUATS will support citizens, law eniorcement, emergency 
response, emergency medical and safety personn I in order to provide education r lated to 
safety issues. Relying on their respective expertise and input will be consistently sought 
regarding streets, intersections, crossing, or other transportation segments which pose a safety 
hazard to one or more transportation modes. This inf rmation will be supplied to the Technical 
Committee for use in ranking projects and/or maintenan e areas in the TIP pro ess. 

Water Resources - A group of citizens and professionals from throughout the region who work 
together to communicate the importance of a number of water-related issues, ranging from 
water quality to storm water management to flood plain management. T gether, they plan and 
recommend the implementation of polici s and projects focused on water quality, watershed 
planning, and sustainable development issues for an audience of local government leaders and 
the consultants who serve them. DUATS will cooperate with citizens and citizen groups by 
providing technical assistance to them to enable them to voice their perspectives more 
effectively. This technical assistance includes teaching basic plarming concepts to local 
communities, helping local community residents research issues such as brownfields clean-up, 
researching best practices to share with community groups, producing maps using GIS software 
to depict the incidence of problems and opporhmities citizens encounter, and providing data 
from the Census and other sources to help citizens communicate factually and with up-to-date, 
correct information. 

Community-Based Outreach - There are several groups of citiz ns who have historically been 
under-served. This is in part because they face barriers to access and that other segments of the 
population may not encounter. To identify these barriers and design appropriate initiatives to 
remove them, DUATS will work with members of the identified gr ups, such as persons with 
disabilities, low-income workers and job-seekers, senior citizens and the Macon County 
Transportation Partnershjp seeking solutions to overcoming the bauiers. 

EVALUATIO OF THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATIO PROCESS 

DUATS staff will keep an ongoing computerized tally of the number and relevant demographic 
and geographic characteristics of citizens who participate in the activities described in this plan. 
On an annual basis, staff will also prepare a narrative report describing the way and extent to 
which citizens have impacted plans and project development. Staff will make a report to the 
Policy Committee and the community at the end of each fiscal year. The report will be available 
on the DUATS web site and in hard copy format. 

DUATS will review this Public Participation Plan at least biannually and make necessary and/ r 
appropriate amendments. Amendments require opporhmities for public review and comments. 
DUATS intends to provide public notice in the newspaper and on its web site summarizing the 
context and general area(s) in which one or more amendments are proposed and pending. The 
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notice will be provided at least 30 days prior to any final vote and will invite the public to 
comment at one or more public meetings, by email or by letter. otice will be provided in the 
newspaper, on the web site and physically placed at the following locations. 

@)	 Decatur Public Library, Reference 0 sk, 130 North Franklin Street 
@)	 Economic and Urban Development Department, 3rd Floor, Decatur Civic nter 

@)	 County Board Office, Room 501, Macon County Office Building, 141 S. Main Street 
@)	 Forsyth Village Hall, 301 South Route 51 
@)	 Mt. Zion Village Hall, 400 Main Street 

@)	 Decatur Public Transit System Administration Building, 555 East Wood 
@)	 Decatur Park District, District Office, 620 East Riverside Avenue 
@)	 Senator Severns Transit Center, 353 East William Street 

@)	 Oreana Public Library, 214 West South Street 
@)	 Macon County Highway Department, 2405 N. Woodford Street 
@)	 Barclay Public Library, 220 S. Main Street, Warrensburg 

Proposed amendments will be available for viewing on the DUATS website. The address for 

viewing is: http://www.ci.dcatur.i1.u/citygvemment/duats.htm 

MEETINGS, OPERATIONS, & ADMI ISTRATIO OF DUATS 

Public involvement is essential in deciding how federal and state transportation funds allocated 
to this area for streets, highways and mass transit, and other transportation related projects "vill 
be used. For that reason, DUATS has adopted the foll wing steps to ensure the pUblic's ability 
to participate: 

1.	 All meetings are open to the public. All meetings will be held at places and times 
convenient to the pUblic. Meeting r oms will be handicapped accessible. Meetings will 
not be held on legal holidays. Unle s public notice indicates otherwise, meetings of the 
DUATS Technical Committee and Policy Committee will be held on the second Tuesday 
of each month at 10:30 AM, in the conference room at the Transit Administration 
Building located at 555 E. Wood Str et, Decatur, Illinois. The DUATS P licy Committee 
meets on an as needed basis, typically on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 10:30 AM. 

2.	 All meetings will be held in accordance with the illinois Open Meeting Act as referenced 
in the Illinois Compiled Statutes. 

3.	 A mailing list of parties who are interested in transportation issues will be kept cunent 
by DUATS staff. The list may include leaders of business and industry; representatives 

of local government, public agencie and civic groups; representatives of citizen groups 
interested in transportation planning; and providers of transportation servic s (i.e. taxi, 

private transit, specialized transit, etc.), including transportation employee groups. 
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A POLICY COMMITTEE RESOLUTION
 
APPROVING THE PUBLlC PARTICITION PLAN
 

FOR THE DECATUR METROPOLITAN PLANNING AREA
 

WHEREAS, the Decatur Urbanized Area Transportation Study (DUATS) in coop rati n with 
the Illinois Department of Transportation (!DOT), embraces and employs a proactive policy of 
engaging and otherwise providing valious opportunities for public involvement in the 
transportation plalming process within the M tropolitan Plalming Area, and 

WHEREAS, previously Public Participation Plan (PPP) provisions were contained in the several 
Long Range Transportation Plans (LRTP), and 

WHEREAS, during the most recent Federal Highway Administration "Planning Review" of the 
policies, procedures and programming carried and conducted by DUATS, it was suggested that 
the PPP provisions be removed from the LRTP and subsequently approved, adopted and 
incorporated as a standalone document, 

WHEREAS, on April 12, 2011, the DUATS Teclmical Committee reviewed the Draft PPP, 
tentatively approved it and recommended to the Policy Committee that said rait be placed on 
file for public review and comment, and 

WHEREAS, on April 12, 2011, the DUATS Policy Committee reviewed said Draft, tentatively 
approved same and authorized staff to pIa e said Draft on file for public review and comment, 
and 

WHEREAS, public notice was provided and the Draft was placed on file for public review and 
comment in accordance with the approved By-Laws, ilnd 

WHEREAS, no public comment was received during the public review period and on June 14, 
2011, said Teclmical Committee unanimously recommended that the DUATS Policy Committee 
approve and adopt said Public Participation Plan as attached herewith, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLYEO, by said Policy Committee that the Public Participation 
Plan is hereby approved as presented and attached. 

Approved, Adopted and Effective on June 14,20 . 

Mik McElroy, Chair 
DUA S Policy Committee 
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