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 Bus Safety by Lauren Ryder, Jackie Smith,  Candy Stanley & Mason Mandrell 

Mike Beck came and talked to us about bus safety.  He and 

some of his bus drivers stressed the safety of being 

around, getting on, and getting off of a bus.  Young kids get 

hurt when they are getting on and off the bus.  Half of 

accidents hurt kids between the ages of 5 and 7 years old.  

Never stand up while the bus is in motion because if they 

have to stop fast, you could be seriously injured.  You also 

want to be quiet at all times.  The bus 

driver has to listen for a train or something else coming 

towards the bus.   

One of the bus drivers taught us about all the exits on a bus; 

there are five:  One in the front, one on the roof, two 

emergency exit windows, and one in the rear of the bus.  The 

drivers, Ron, Christine, and Patty showed us how to exit the 

rear emergency door.     

Bus safety also involves pedestrian safety.  Always look both ways before you 

step off the curb or the edge of the road to cross the street.  If you are in the 

middle of the street and the walk signal starts to blink or the Do Not Walk signal 

comes on, proceed across the street.  If a walk signal is blinking when you get to 

the curb or edge of the road, you should stop and do not cross.  If the Do Not 
Walk signal is blinking when you get to the curb or edge of the road but the 

traffic signal is green, you should stop.   

When standing at the bus stop, you should be more than 5 feet 

away from the bus.  Remember, never lie under the bus and 

never go by a bus without adult supervision. 

Most importantly, children crossing the street should be 

accompanied by an adult. 

Everyone is going to be on a bus at one time or another so you 

have to follow these rules. 

Violence Prevention by Jackie Smith 

Pam Burkhart visited the cadets to teach us the different 

kinds of violence and how to deal with it.  There are many 

kinds of abuse.  There is physical, emotional, and verbal 

abuse.  The number one way kids are abused at school is 

bullying.  Physical, emotional, verbal and sexual abuse is 

also child abuse when happening to kids at home.  

Domestic violence is when a couple in a relationship have 

all the sign of abuse which can also cause child abuse. 

Many of the Cadets when asked what they would do if they were bullied, said 

they would fight back or stand up for what they believe in.  You should treat 

people the way you want to be treated.  In many cases, a bully is being who 

they are.  Some people become bullies so they will not be bullied themselves.  

Kids also become friends with bullies to avoid being bullied.  Boys arenõt the 

only bullies.  Girls are the worst bullies because girls do it emotionally and 

separate into groups.  All kids know it is wrong to bully but they do it anyway.  

Bullying is everywhere; in the community, online or on the phones, and schools.  

There is violence everywhere you go and even in your own home through the 

TV, computer, games, phones and radios. 

You should always be safe but do not become paranoid.  Just be prepared and 

safe. 

Michelle Boatman of Macon County Safe Kids talked to 

us about having a safe summer.  The first thing she 

taught us was about water safety.  Ms. Boatman told us 

how to swim correctly in open water and what 

precautions to take.  Swimming diagonally against 

currents is the way to get back to land rather than 

swimming towards the current.  Kids should have 

someone 16 or older with them while swimming.  Also, in 

open water, people need to have a life jacket thatõs approved by the U.S. Coast 

Guard.  They should be worn at all times and snug on your body. 

Helmets should be worn while riding a bike.  The point of the helmet should go to 

the back.  A bike rider on the road should follow the same rules and regulations 

as a vehicle.   

Children under the age of 13 should sit in the backseat of a car.  It is more safe 

for a smaller child in the back. 

Check your smoke detectors every month and change the battery every six 

months. 

When you are outside, you should wear sunscreen 

because anyone and everyone can get burnt or skin 

cancer. 

Following these tips will result in a safe summer. 

 

Summer Safety by Lauren Ryder 

Mike Beck 

Durham School Services 

Cadets being shown the proper way to exit bus during 

Michelle Boatman discussing the 

importance of bike helmets 

Beau Jennings trying on a life jacket 

Pam Burkhart 

The Cadets were also visited by Francie Johnson.  Ms. Johnson talked to the Cadets about her duties at DOVE and the annual National Night Out.  

There is a poster contest being held and all the Cadets received entry information.  Good luck Cadets! 

DOVE/National Night Out 
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 Decatur Fire Department by Raven Pillow and Matthew Thompson           

There are many important positions in a fire department.  The Fire Chief (Matt Sekosky) is the head of the department.  The Deputy Chief (Jeff 

Abbott) handles problems at the fire houses and the Fire Marshal (Lyle Meador) inspects different things. There are 7 different fire stations in 

Decatur. 

Of course, there are firemen and women who help people and put out fires.  Every 3rd day, fire fighters have 

to go to work.  It doesnõt matter if it is a holiday or not.  They get a day off every 13 days.  There are 115 

firefighters in the city. 

You have to be 21 years old to be a fire fighter and you canõt be 35 years old when you start.  There is no 

height requirement.  To be a fire fighter you have to take a physical and a written test. 

Decatur Area Tech Academy 

FF Workman discusses what 
its like to be a firefighter 

Future Fire fighter? 

Macon County Jail  Visit 

Jody Hunt Tasha Ziemer 
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